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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

 

Plans Unveiled for Development of Iconic Stapleton Air Traffic Control 

Tower 
 

Denver-based Punch Bowl Social will bring the award-winning “Eatertainment” 

concept to Stapleton  

 

Denver, CO – March 9, 2015 – More than 20 years after the last plane landed at 

Stapleton Airport, master developer Forest City and Denver-based Seasoned 

Development announced plans to restore the highly visible air traffic control 

tower complex. The iconic building will be home to Denver’s second Punch Bowl 

Social as well as the company’s corporate headquarters. 

 

“This community has been looking for a way to activate the tower space for a 

long time,” said Denver City Council President Chris Herndon, who represents 

Stapleton. “Punch Bowl Social offers a family-friendly environment for dining and 

entertainment, and a great neighborhood option for date night. It’s exciting to 

have a national company that’s homegrown invest in our community and add 

to the vibrancy and character of Northeast Denver.”  

 

Robert Thompson, the founder of Punch Bowl Social, joined Herndon to express 

his excitement about opening his popular concept in the tower.  “The control 

tower is a landmark in this community and in the city of Denver," he said. "As a 

company, we are intentional about seeking out locations that have historic 

roots but need a new purpose. There's a lot of interest in seeing the tower 

preserved and we intend to retain the character that’s so familiar and 

appealing to locals and visitors alike." 

 

“We have been searching for an adaptive reuse opportunity for quite some 

time, and know Stapleton residents as well as the larger community will find this 

to be an exciting and invigorating use of the tower,” says John S. Lehigh, 

President and COO of Forest City Stapleton, Inc. 

 

CONTINUED… 
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While the building is structurally sound, the interior has degraded substantially 

since 1995.  Plans for the new location of Punch Bowl Social will include the 

removal of much of the interior structure while preserving the familiar 

architecture of the exterior.  Punch Bowl Social will move their corporate 

headquarters to Stapleton when the project is complete and occupy the 3rd-

floor of office space above the new location.  The lower two-levels will be 

expanded by approximately 5,000 sf in a manner consistent with the historic 

architecture.  Local architect, Becky Stone of OZ Architecture, will design the 

exterior and interior.   

 

“It's unclear how long construction and renovation will take but our early 

estimates project an opening in the first half of 2016,” Thompson said. 

 

Located at the intersection of Central Park Blvd. and Martin Luther King Blvd., 

the control tower is at the heart of the Stapleton community, which was built on 

the site of the city's former airport, and includes 19,000 residents, spread over 

about 2,300 acres, including 700 acres of parks and open space. 

 
About Stapleton 
Located on the site of Denver’s former international airport, Stapleton is one of the largest urban 

redevelopments in the United States.  The core objective of the community plan is to create a 

living example of progressive, sustainable neighborhood design.  With a walkable mix of energy-

efficient new homes, retail districts, schools, offices and an extensive network of parks and open 

spaces, Stapleton is not only leading the way environmentally but economically and socially, 

too.  For more information, visit StapletonDenver.com.  The community is being developed by 

Forest City Enterprises, Inc. 

 

About Forest City 
Forest City Enterprises, Inc. is an NYSE-listed national real estate company with $8.8 billion in total 

assets. The company is principally engaged in the ownership, development, management and 

acquisition of commercial and residential real estate throughout the United States. For more 

information, visit www.forestcity.net. 

 

About Punch Bowl Social 
Punch Bowl Social brings classic entertainment and real culinary chops together under the same 

roof, in an environment that is playful, comfortable and surprisingly intimate. We like to say that 

Punch Bowl Social is where Paul Bunyan meets Don Draper. Punch Bowl Social's scratch kitchen 

serves upscale diner-inspired dishes while the bar focuses on delivering top-notch craft cocktails. 

In addition to receiving dozens of awards since opening the first Punch Bowl Social in 2012, 

Punch Bowl Social was named one of National Restaurant News’ “Top Ten Breakout Brands” in 

2015. For more information, visit www.punchbowlsocial.com. 
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